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him whether anything of the sort was being
done, and warning him that though I and
Stewart Headlam would sign it, that would be
no use, as we were two notorious cranks, and
our names would by themselves reduce the peti-
tion to absurdity and do Oscar more harm than
good. Willie cordially agreed, and added, with
maudlin pathos and an inconceivable want of
tact: 'Oscar was NOT a man of bad character:
you could have trusted him with a woman any-
where.' He convinced me, as you discovered
later, that signatures would not be obtainable;
so the petition project dropped; and I don't
know what became of my draft,

"When Wilde was in Paris during his last
phase I made a point of sending him inscribed
copies of all my books as they came out; and he
did the same to me.

"In writing about Wilde and Whistler, in the
days when they were treated as witty triflers,
and called Oscar and Jimmy in print, I always
made a point of taking them seriously and with
scrupulous good manners. Wilde on his part
also made a point of recognizing me as a man of
distinction by his manner, and repudiating the
current estimate of me as a mere jester. This
was not the usual reciprocal-admiration trick*:
I believe he was sincere, and felt indignant at
what he thought was a vulgar underestimate